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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union 

Distillers’ Speakers for Women’s 
Clubs.—Miss Chloe Gifford, president 
of the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, was shocked by an announcement 
made by the nation’s distillers. They 
propose to send ‘women speakers to 
women’s: club meetings to tell them 
how to mix and serve drinks. An ad- 
vertising trade publication reported that 
one distiller is training five women to 
speak to women’s clubs. Miss Gifford 
pleads that no club open its doors and 
program to these distillers’ represent- 
atives. 

Senator Neuberger of Oregon says 
“I make no bones about my dislike 
for intoxicating beverages. I don’t like 
the taste of liquor; I do not like. the 
effects of liquor; and I certainly do 
not like the results of drinking.” Would 
that many citizens would announce the 
same decision. 


It Could Happen Here—More than 
200,000 teen-agers in France are being 
treated for alcoholism in government 
hospitals. Nearly half of France’s ju- 
venile delinquency is said to be caused 
by alcoholism among children. 


Kathleen Norris of California, noted 
author, wrote, “Some day our grand- 
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children are going to recognize as the 
aristocrats of this generation the 
women among us who are brave enough 
to fight America’s good fight against 
the enemy—liquor.” 

This temperance Sunday is very near 
the heavenly birthday of Frances E. 
Willard, the prominent educator and 
Methodist whose statue stands in Stat- 
uary Hall, under the Capitol’s dome in 
Washington. 

Senator Albert Hopkins of Dllinois, in 
the Congressional Record, wrote of her, 
“No man or woman of her time wrought 
better or accomplished more for the 
cause of temperance than Frances E. 
Willard. The cause for which she dedi- 


‘cated her life reaches all humanity. 


The ability with which she prosecuted 
this life work places her among the 
most eminent intellects of her genera- 
tion.” 

Timely Slogan.—“The hand that lifts 
the ‘cup that cheers’ should not be used 
to shift the gears.” 

Searching Questions.—Churches that 
do not seé in this fight for abstinence a 
test of their moral and spiritual cre- 
dentials invite some searching questions. 
How can a church talk about saving 
people if it is not concerned with the 
forces that destroy them? Where is 
there any more destructive force than 
the legalized liquor industry? As in- 
dividuals start to drink more, one of 
the first noticeable results is a disin- 
terest in and failure to attend church. 
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Where the Fight Still Rages.—Roy 
L. Smith says that the fight against 
alcohol has been won in the field of 
science where it has a definite place 
in some industries. Now it remains to 
be seen whether it can be won in the 
field of religion and social life. You 
can give the answer. 


Choose Ye This Day.—Every Chris- 
tian is needed today to fight the evils 
destroying our way of life. It is no, 
longer possible to be a lazy Christian 
nor an indifferent one. This is a day 
for choosing sides, for showing colors, 
for taking part. The enemy is busy 
trying to cut Christianity into pieces, 
then to devour it at leisure. We can 
defeat his purpose. “Success does not 
come from lying awake at night, but 
from keeping awake in daytime.” We 
need to keep our eyes open so all may 
see from us the value of abstinence, 


Early Indulgence.—Competent~ au- 
thorities state .that of those persons 
who drink before the age of 21, one in 
ten become alcoholics, compared with 
one in twenty who begin later in life. 
This is all the more reason that all 
churches .and religious groups should 
observe “Youth Temperance Education 
Week,” April 24 to 31. . This project 
has been endorsed by forty-five gover- 
nors of states. The church should take 
the lead in seeing that every avenue 
in the church observes this week and 
thus help to let our young people know 
what alcohol is and what it does. 














Announcing a winter cruise 1960 
est Indies « South America 


The suNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on’ the Canadian Pacific SS EMpREss OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York February 17th, 
1960. The cruise will be for 19 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Grenada, Port 
of Spain, La Guaira, Curacao, Cristobal, 
Port-au-Prince 
Sight-seeing arrangements will be com- 
- pleted for this group at the Ports of Call. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of the 
Sunday School Times will conduct this 
group. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 


Kingston, 





the tour throughout. 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 


and Nassau. 
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Kenosis 
By Mary Miles 


; O* NO reputation! All-glorious Cre- 
ator, 
Maker of Heaven and vast rolling 
spheres, 
Humbled Himself that He might be our 
Saviour, 
Felt in His body our weakness and 
fears. 


Of no reputation! Immortal Creator, 
One with the Father in Glory above. 
Fashioned Himself in the form of a 

servant, 
Died on a cross—oh, what infinite 
love! 


Of no reputation! Our conquering 
Saviour, 
Reigning in splendor and power on 
His throne. 
God has exalted Him far above angels, 
Lord over all, every creature must 
own. 
bd 


Peace Without the Glory 


As the 1959 Christmas season drew 
near, newspapers and magazines and 
radio broadcasts were full of comments 
about President Eisenhower’s remark- 
able 22,370-mile global mission to eleven 
nations. They termed his journey a 
“peace crusade,” and spoke hopefully 
of total disarmament as a very real 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“And he led them forth by the 
right way” (Psa. 107:7). 














possibility in the not-too-distant future. 


As ever, men are quick to see the ma- 


terial advantages that will come from 
relief from the heavy’ tax burdens of 
an armament race and to sense the 
mental and psychological relief that 
comes when threats of nuclear war 
come to an end. This new turn in the 
affairs of men has been loudly ac- 
claimed as a fulfillment of the message 
proclaimed by the angels over 1900 
years ago, .“On earth peace, good will 
toward men.” But little is said con- 
cerning the first part of the angelic 
message. which speaks of the only way 
in which peace on earth can come. We 
hear little about “glory to God in the 
highest” without which peace on earth 
cannot be ushered in. Without decrying 
any sincere efforts that individuals or 
nations may make to bring about peace 
through diplomacy and better under- 
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standing, we should not forget that 
God’s Word still proclaims that per- 
manent peace cannot come to this earth 
until the Prince of Peace takes His 
rightful place at the head of this world’s 
affairs and thus “glory to God in the’ 
highest” is fully realized. Not until 
the kingdom of the Lord’s house shall 
be established over the nations, and the 
Lord Jesus shall judge and rebuke its 
people will it be safe to beat “swords 
into plowshares and spears into prun- 
inghooks” (Isa. 2:4; Mic. 4:3). While 
we may be thankful for any efforts to 
bring about a better understanding be- 
tween nations and for any relief 
through man’s efforts. from the stagger- 
ing load of armament production, let 
us not lose sight of the only real and 
permanent relief that can come, and let 


.us say with John the apostle, “Even + 


so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


ve 


3. At the Feet of Christ 


For Help for Others 
By T. Stanley Soltau, D.D. 


AST week we considered a certain 
group of people who were dis- 
tinguished and who are known to 

us because of the place in which they 


were found. They were all seen at the, 


feet of the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
were all there for healing, and not one 
went away disappointed. In this ar- 
ticle, I would like to call attention to 
another set of people whom we find at 
the Lord’s feet. These were not there 
for the healing of their own diseases, 
but on behalf of others who were in 
desperate need. 

In the Gospels two such people are 
spoken of in this way. They were op- 
posites from several points of view. 
In fact, they had little in common save 
their intense interest and anxiety on 
behalf of another who was in desperate 
need, and who was closely related to 
them. In each case, the love for a little 
daughter. drove the parents to the Lord 
and brought into their lives an unfor- 
gettable experience as well as a new 
friend. 

The first one was a Jew, a man called 
Jairus, who was a ruler in the synagogue 
in his home town. He was a strictly 
religious man of influence and author- 
ity, both in the synagogue and in the 
community. His whole life seemed to 
have been wrapped up in his little girl 
of twelve years of age, who had fallen 
ill and whose condition was already 
dangerous. Hearing of the return of 
Christ Jesus from the eastern shore of 


the Lake of Galilee, he hurried through 
the streets of the city and, without any 
thought of his position in society and 
of what onlookers might be thinking 
of him, without a moment’s hesitation, 
threw himself before Jesus Christ and 
earnestly besought Him to hasten with 
him to his home and to touch his 
daughter, that she might be healed. 

Jairus was so tremendously con- 
cerned for his little girl that we can 
be certain that he had tried every means 
within his power, all to no avail. He 
was. painfully conscious that he was 
now in a situation in which his position 
and influence in the community could 
do nothing for him. The same could 
be said concerning his religion, for it 


had brought him little comfort and no 


assurance. In his deep distress of heart, 
he realized the futility of depending 
on anything within himself and also 
that there was no one among his friends 
or acquaintances who could in any way 
do the one thing that was needed to 
bring peace of heart to himself and 
joy to his home by giving him back 
his little girl, fully restored in health 
and vigor. 

He had heard much of Jesus of Naz- 
areth, who had done many mighty 
works in Capernaum, works that had 
brought health and comfort and joy to 


‘many others in equally desperate cir- 


cumstances. In his distress, he ran to 
the Lord, and, falling at His feet, he 
made his urgent plea for help. As the 
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Lord consented to his request and 
hastened with him to his home, some 
of his servants came and met him, say- 
ing that it was of no use to trouble the 
Master, inasmuch as the little girl had 
already passed away. The Lord’s reply 
to Jairus was, “Fear not, only believe” 
(Mark 5:36, A.S.V.). Going on and into 
Jairus’ house, Christ entered the death 
chamber and with a calm word of 
authority brought to life the little one 
whose spirit had already left her body. 
Then He restored her to her grateful 
parents. 

The other case of this kind was that 
of a woman, a Greek who lived in 
Syrophoenicia, a strip of country along 
the shores of the Mediterranean Sea, 
just north of Palestine. She was a 
Gentile in all probability, without any 
knowledge of the one true God, but 
she, too, was in desperate anxiety on 
account of her little girl, who was af- 
flicted, not with some physical disease 
but was possessed with an evil spirit. 
In some way she had ‘fallen’ under the 
power of demonic forces that had en- 
slaved her and were holding her bound. 
It was a case where no medicine would 
be of any help. In her distress, the 
anxious mother went to the Lord, be- 
seeching Him in mercy to do something 
that would release her daughter from 
the dominance of the satanic powers. 
Here, too, was a person who was ready 
to acknowledge her own helplessness 
and inability to bring help or healing 
to one who was dearest to her, but 
who had within her heart the convic- 
tion that in Jesus Christ was one who 
possessed that divine authority and 
power that enabled Him to command 
the evil spirits to depart from those 
.~whose bodies and minds they possessed 
and held in captivity. When she fell 
at the Lord’s feet and made her plea, 
He answered her with what at first 
sight might seem almost harsh words, 
“Let the children first be filled: for it 
is not meet to take the children’s bread 
and cast it to the dogs” (Mark 17:27). 
In these words He was calling the 
Jewish people children He had come to 
feed, while she, a Gentile and a pagan, 
was likened to one of the rough dogs 
that had no claim upon the food of the 
children of the house. This He said to 
challenge her faith and earnestness, 
which was clearly manifest in her re- 
sponse, “Yea, Lord; even the dogs un- 
der the table eat of the children’s 
crumbs” (Mark 7:28). She was begging 
for what would be but a crumb of His 
mercy and grace which would be suf- 
ficient to deliver her daughter. The 
Lord immediately replied, “For this 
Saying go thy way; the demon is gone 
out of thy daughter.” The woman went 
her way and when she returned to her 
home she found her daughter com- 
pletely restored. 


In both of the cases, the situation 








Whenever I say, “I can’t,” it means 
“I won't.” I am too independent to rely 
on God. When God enables me, I am om- 
nipotently strong all the time—Oswald 
Chambers. 
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must have seemed hopeless and there 
was no ground for encouragement apart 
from the sympathetic heart and the 
divine power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
To Him, nationality, social rank, or 
position made not the slightest -differ- 
ence. Neither did the practice of, or 
the absence of, religion carry the least 
weight. The things for which He was 
looking and which He found in the re- 
ligious Jewish man and the pagan 
Greek woman were first, the sincere de- 
sire for help for the loved ones, and 
secondly, the belief that. He of Himself 
was able to meet the emergency and to 
give freedom in the place of bondage, 
and life in the place of death. It is 
unnecessary to add that none but God 
can do this, and therefore the belief that 
Jesus Christ could and would do it was 
in itself an acknowledgment of His 
deity. : 

As I read these two accounts I realize 
anew the power of prayer and the tre- 
mendous things that can be accom- 
plished in the lives of our dear ones as 
we go to our Lord in earnest prayer 
and cast ourselves in faith at His feet 
and with the acknowledgment that we 
of ourselves are utterly insufficient to 
bring spiritual life and liberty to others 
and that He alone can do it. This 
should be a great stimulus to us to 
engage in earnest, believing, and con- 
sistent prayer to our Lord Jesus Christ 
that He will indeed work mighty things 
on behalf of dear ones who are at 
present out of Christ, and have there- 
fore not as yet received that spiritual 
life and power that He alone can give, 
and the possession of which makes’ the 
difference between death and life, and 
sorrow and joy. The two people of 
whom we have been thinking were at 
the feet of Jesus Christ in order that 
others might receive His mighty power 
to deliver them in their helplessness. 
They were not disappointed. 

By our lack of faith we so constantly 
limit the mighty power of God in its 
working on our behalf and on behalf 
of our loved ones. It is true that we 
pray and sometimes pray earnestly, but, 
nevertheless, we do so without really 
expecting that the Lord will hear and 
answer. In the words of James, “Ask 
in faith, nothing doubting: for he that 
doubteth is like the surge of the sea 
driven by the wind and tossed. . 
Let not that man think that he shall 
receive any thing of the Lord” (Jas. 1: 
6, 7). When we are deeply conscious 
of the needs of our friends and loved 
ones, let us cast ourselves at the feet 
of the Lord on their behalf and pray 
believingly that God may indeed work 
mightily in them and through them. 
As we do so we will find our own faith 
growing and developing, and the joy 
of seeing the Lord work will become 
increasingly our experience. 

How often have you gone to Him in 
behalf of your loved ones? How often 
have you really cast yourself at His 
feet on their behalf in earnest and per- 
sistent prayer? So often we receive 
so little from Him because we expect 
so little and really ask for so little. It 
all comes back to our lack of true faith 
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in the Lord as one who hears and an- 
swers the prayers of His children. God 
grant in His mercy that, in these days, 
when there is so much trouble and 
difficulty all around us, we may indeed 
learn to do this, that through us and 
our faith, God Himself may do mighty 
things. 

Prayer: Our God and Father, we be- 
lieve; help Thou our unbelief. Teach us 
to come to the feet of our Lord, bur- 
dened for others, and lead us so to pray 
in faith that mighty things may be ac- 
complished in their lives to the glory 
of Thy holy name. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord we ask it. Amen 

(To be continued) 


Me 
Notes on Open Letters 


Who Will Do the Burying? 


The recent visitor from Russia is 
reported to have said, “We will bury 
you.” Questions: Who will do the 
burying? Who will be buried? Where 
will they be buried?—A New York 
reader. 


(Answered by Charles C. Ryrie, Th.D., 
president of ‘the Philadelphia College 
of Bible.) 

All of these interesting questions are 
answered in Ezekiel 39:11-13: “And it 
shall come to pass in that day, that I 
will give unto Gog a place there of 
graves in Israel, the valley of the pas- 
sengers on the east of the sea: and it 
shall stop the noses of the passengers: 
and there shall they bury Gog and all 
his multitude: and they shal call it 
The valley of Hamon-gog. And seven 
months shall the house of Israel be 
burying of them, that they may cleanse 
the land. Yea, all the people of the 
land shall bury them; and it shall be to 
them a renawn the day that I shall be 
glorified, saith the Lord God.” The an- 
swers are clear.‘ The people of the 
land of Israel will do the burying, the 
multitude of Gog will be buried, and 
the graves will be in Israel. 

Some further questions might also 
be asked and answered in order to 
throw additional light on the matter. 

1. Who are the multitude of Gog? 
Ezekiel identifies Gog as the “chief 
prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal” 
(38:3). The word “chief” might well 
be a name and could be translated (as 
the revision does) “the prince of Rosh, 
Meshech, and Tubal.” The territory of 
his control is called Magog (38:2), and 
this comprises lands north of Palestine. 
Concerning Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal: 
“There is hence great probability in 
the opinion, that the people referred to 
were the Russi, from whom the mod- 
ern Russians derive their name. The 
other two names connected with them, § 


(Continued on page 96) 
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Lesson for February 14 


.(\ TAMPS often tell a message that is 
~ more interesting than the one they 

are often called upon to carry. 
Most of us are familiar with the com- 
memorative stamps of our country 
which are issued to honor various 
groups, events, or individuals which on 
some occasion have featured a religious 
theme or motif. However, seldom do 
we pause to reflect or note the infor- 
mation and story that often lie behind 
the stamp that comes affixed to our 
letter. 

Recently there crossed my desk a 
10-ore value stamp from Denmark with 
the inscription, “Hans Tausen 1536- 
1936.” In briefly checking ‘the identity 
of the person I noted that this was one 
of five stamps issued by the Danish 
Government to honor the 400th anni- 
versary of the Reformation in Den- 
mark. Two of the stamps depicted the 
reformer himself while on the others 
were drawings of the two famous 
churches that were associated with his 
ministry; Nikolai Church and Ribe Ca- 
thedral. The story behind it goes like 
this: 


His Early Schooling 


Hans Tausen was born of a farming 
family in the village of Birkende on 
the island of Funen in 1494. Early his 
parents planned for him to enter the 
ranks of the clergy and with this hope 
they enrolled him at the Latin school 
of Odense. During schooling his means 
of earning money, in the custom of the 
time, was to go from door to door sing- 
ing. 

Upon completion of this basic school 
he entered as a monk the Order of St. 
John of Jerusalem at the monastery at 
Antvorskov. It was here that he first 
saw and became acquainted with the 
writings of Martin Luther. From here 
he further pursued his education at the 
universities of Rostock, Louvain, and 
Cologne. In 1523 he entered the Uni- 
versity of Wittenberg and for the first 
time met Luther and made the ac- 
quaintance of Melancthon. As a result 
of this his enthusiasm for the Refor- 
mation movement and its principles 
grew so that he was quickly recalled. 

He came home to advocate the doc- 
trine of justification by faith and the 
other great doctrines of the Refor- 
mation from the pulpit and in his, lec- 
tures at the University of Copenhagen. 
Following one of his more vocal efforts 
he was taken captive and imprisoned 
in the monastery. With his transfer to 
Viborg in Jutland the prior of the 
Monastery of the Knights of St. John 
vainly tried to win him back to his old 
faith, but to no avail. 

Finally he was placed in the dungeon 
beneath the tower of the town in a cell 
that was provided with only a small air 
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The Luther of Denmark 


Recalled by a recent commemoration 


By HOMER G. BENTON 


First Lieutenant and Chaplain, Fort Lewis; Washington 


vent. To this spot came his new-found 
friends, whom he had taught in the 
Gospel, that he might tell them more. 
Soon others came and the crowd out- 
side the tiny aperture grew daily as 
his dungeon became his pulpit. 

When the burghers of the town ef- 
fected his release the rector and priest 
of the Church of St. John invited him 
into his pulpit. Open air services were 
soon necessary to enable them to handle 
the crowds. With such results the 
tension between the local clergy and 
citizens reached a high pitch. The break- 
ing point came when they broke open 
the local: Franciscan Church and pre- 
vailed on Tausen to speak from its pul- 
pit twice each Sunday. 

About this time King Frederick I, a 
Lutheran duke from Schleswig-Holestein 
before coming to the throne, came to 
Viborg and gave Tausen a letter of pro- 
tection and encouraged his preaching of 
Reformation truth. As a result the city 
became a Protestant stronghold. He as- 
sumed the pastorate of the cathedral 
and proceeded to establish a center 
from which the Reformation spread to 
other cities in North Jutland. 

Invited by the king, in 1529, to come 
to Copenhagen as his chaplain, he ac- 
cepted and soon found the pulpit of 
St. Nicholas Church open to his mes- 
sage. From its pulpit his sermons had 
the same effect as in Viborg as large 
crowds came to hear him and accept 
the tenets of Protestantism. Violence 
went with their acceptance as the citi- 
zens and burgomaster entered the 
Church of Our Lady and demolished 
pictures, art, and relics. However, Tau- 
sen practiced moderation in regard to 
the old usages of the church but still 
the hatred of him grew on the part of 
many. 


The Bishops’ One Last Effort 


The bishops, in one last effort to re- 
gain their old supremacy, had Tausen 
and a number of other Lutheran min- 
isters cited to appear before the Diet of 
1533 on charges of heresy. The prose- 
cution argued its side of the contro- 
versy and the debate became hot. When 
the conference broke down, King Fred- 
erick gave the Lutherans permission to 
continue their preaching. Fervently 
they did. 

At the death of Frederick in 1533 
civil war ensued over the succession, 
until 1536 when his son, Christian III, 
ascended to the throne. In the first 
year of his reign he summoned a na- 
tional assembly at Copenhagen and this 
body decreed that all the bishoprics 
were abolished and all ecclesiastical 
property was to go to the crown. The 
King sent an appeal to Luther for help 
and received Bugehagen, pastor of Wit- 
tenberg, who officiated at Christian’s 
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coronation and aided Tausen in the 
establishment of a eonstitution for the 
Danish church. 

At the University of Copenhagen 
Tausen was ‘appointed lector in He- 
brew in 1537 and later was advanced 
to full professor. His appointment as 
Bishop of Ribe was made in 1542 where 
he spent his later years preaching the 
message that he had learned of Luther 
and. working with the language he 
loved so well, Hebrew. His death came 
at the age of 67 in the year 1561. 

The response to Tausen was not be- 
cause he was the first to present the 
message of justification by faith to the 
people, for there were others that pre- 
ceded him and even many that were 
his contemporaries. However, there 
were several things that gave his pres- 
entation of the Reformation message 
the hearing it needed. 


Tausen’s Threefold Ability 


First, he knew and was able effec- 
tively to use the language and idioms 
of the common people. Second, he was 
a gifted preacher who was able to pre- 
sent these great truths. of the move- 
ment to the masses in a simple and 
popular manner. He had the ability to 
clothe the dramatic story of the Chris- 
tian faith in glowing eloquent lan- 
guage that made an appeal to all. Third, 
his presence in the centers of learning 
gave him the opportunity to reach the 
coming leaders, and his education and 
knowledge gave him a respectful hear- 
ing. 

Tausen’s appearance was at the op- 
portune time. He came on the scene 
when Denmark entered an era of pros- 
perity and when learning was flourish- 
ing as never before. In the providence 
of God he came with the needed abil- 
ity to strike a resounding blow for the 
Christian heritage. 

The declaration of a living faith in 
the Saviour as the only one who is 
able to justify the sinner was the foun- 
dation stone of Tausen’s life and min- 
istry. Though his early confession, later 
replaced, did not have the polish of 
Melanchton, it did have more clearness 
and force. It included such basic truths 
as: the Bible alone is sufficient for 
salvation; righteousness is only by 
faith; and all Christians are priests of 
Christ. He translated the _Pentateuch 
into Danish in 1535, edited a Danish 
liturgy, published sermons, composed 
hymns, and was working on an Old Tes- 
tament translation at his death. 

Certainly Hans Tausen deserved the 
title of “The Luther of Denmark” and 
is justly deserving of the honor .and 
recognition afforded him by the issu- 
ance of this set of five stamps in 1936. 


rrert LEwIs, WASH. 
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Should Christians Smoke? 


What saith the Scriptures? 


HERE are probably very few of 
those who smoke who could give a 
satisfactory explanation as to why they 
do so. When asked for the reason, the 
usual reply is that it is just a habit. 
Most smokers fully realize, however, 
that it is a bad habit. Moreover, dur- 
ing the past few years, the evidence 
has accumulated that there is a definite 
relationship between smoking and can- 
cer of the lungs, and between smoking 
and heart disease as well. 

When this information was first an- 
nounced there was a slight reduction 
in the consumption of tobacco, but since 
then the sale of cigarettes and tobacco 
has increased again. Life magazine1 
reports that “undeterred by the -cancer 
reports—cigarette sales are running 5 
per cent ahead of 1958.” The tobacco 
manufacturers quickly recognized the 
threat to their business, and now “fil- 
tered” cigarettes are widely advertised. 
How effective the filter tips are in 
eliminating the cancer-producing chem- 
icals in the smoke is questionable. But 
it is quite likely that the danger of 
lung cancer will be overcome before 
long, as research continues in elimi- 
nating these irritants. Medical men, as 
a class, have continued to smoke as 
much as before, in spite of their profes- 
sional knowledge of the dangers in- 
volved. 

It should also be borne in mind that 
there has been some suggestion that 
smog, rather than cigarette smoking, is 
the real culprit in the increase in can- 
cer of the lungs. Sidney Katz2 has 
pointed out that the air we breathe in 


the cities is dangerously polluted by ~ 


the exhaust fumes from cars and trucks. 
We may stop smoking but we cannot 
stop breathing. Katz quotes Dr. Paul 
Kotin as saying that “air pollutants 
may be 20,000 times more potent as a 
cancer cause than tobacco tars.” We 
must, therefore, be careful not to ex- 
aggerate the harmful effects of smok- 
ing. 

There is, however, no doubt that 
smoking is injurious to health. It in- 
creases the blood pressure and aggra- 
vates ulcers of the stomach; it impairs 
the appetite and irritates the throat. 
In many cases it results in a persistent 
cough. Smoking lowers the physical 
and mental efficiency of the individual 
and, inasmuch as the body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19), no be- 
liever can ignore these facts. Smoking 
is also a waste of money that might 
better be used to the glory of God. We 
are warned, however, that we must not 
judge others (Mat. 7:1-4). 

The majority of smokers today are 
so self-indulgent that even the fear of 
cancer is no longer a deterrent to self- 
gratification. Many smokers will admit 
that they cannot give up the habit, or 
could not do so without a tremendous 
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effort that they are unwilling to put 
forth. Habits are like chains that bind 
us against our wills. Every drunkard 
knows that he is ruining his health, his 
home, and his livelihood, but he cannot 
or will not give up drink. So it is with 
the habit of smoking. The chain can- 
not easily be broken. 

Why then, do people smoke? Per- 
haps we should begin by asking why 
do young people start smoking in the 
first place. It is certainly not a “nat- 
ural” habit like overindulgence in 
eating or sleeping, or some other legiti- 
mate pleasure of life. Smoking is an 
artificial and unnatural form of pleas- 
ure. In 1957, some motivation research 
was carried out by Social Research, 
Inc.,3 as to why people smoke. Their 
findings were summarized as follows: 

“Americans smoke to prove they are 
people of virile maturity. They see 
smoking as proving their vigor, po- 
tency, . . . This is a psychological sat- 
isfaction sufficient to overcome health 
fears, to withstand moral censure, ridi- 
cule, or even the paradoxical weakness 
of ‘enslavement to habit.’ Youngsters 
who smoke are trying to be older, and 
older people who do so are trying to 
be younger.” 

It is true, of course, that children and 
adolescents: often begin the habit of 
smoking in order to be smart, and in a 
desire to conform to the ways of the 
world. But this hardly explains the 
continuation of the habit into adult 
years. 

Why then, do people smoke? There 
seems to be little doubt but that it is 
a simple means of relieving nervous 
tension. Smoking is like the modern 
tranquilizing drugs. It relieves the in- 
ner tensions of life, and thereby affords 
consolation in time of need. There are 
many forms of working off such ten- 
sions, such as restlessly pacing up and 
down. This is often observed when a 
person is under stress as, for instance, 
when waiting for an examination. Un- 
der such circumstances, it is easier to 
pace up and down than to sit still while 
the nervous tension lasts. There are 
many other examples that might be 
cited. Most of our mannerisms, such as 
twiddling the fingers, or shifting one’s 
position, fall into the same category, 
when one cannot relax. 

Today, we are living in a time of 
unrest and uncertainty that, in fact, 
amounts to a-universal anxiety -state. 
Security of life and property is dimin- 
ishing and no one knows. what a day 
will bring forth. World War III may 
burst upon. us at any time, with all the 
horrors of atomic, bacterial, and chem- 


1 “Life,” August 3, 1959, p. 54. 

2 Sidney Katz, ‘‘Maclean’s Magazine,’”’ March 
80, 1957, p. 18. 

% Social Research, Inc., 
May 13, 1957, p. 52. 


“Time” magazine, 
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ical warfare. There is unrest in the 
home, in industry, in .the government, 
and in the churches. No one is quite 
sure of himself, or his job, or his future. 
Hence the ever-increasing demand for 
social security. All this, of course, is ~ 
a fulfillment of our Lord’s prophecy, 
and we have, indeed, reached the time 
when “men’s hearts [are] failing them 
for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth” 
(Luke 21:26). ~ 

Under these circumstances it is easy 
to understand why the natural man 
without God should turn to any means 
that will relieve his anxiety and nerv- 
ous tension. Hence the enormous in- 
crease today in the consumption of 
liquor and tobacco. 

The earmark of an alcoholic is that, 
when he takes one drink, he cannot 
stop: he must keep on drinking. He 
may, of course, give up drinking fora 
while, but he knows that the next time 
he takes a drink it will be the same 
thing all over again. The same is true 
pf the tobacco habit. Those who smoke | 
soon reach the point where it is almost 
impossible to give up the habit. One 
cigarette leads to another, and, sooner 
or later, the individual becomes a chain 
smoker. Women, being more emotional 
than men, are particularly liable to be- 
come addicts to tobacco. 

Perhaps it shculd be mentioned in 
passing that the Freudian psychoanalyti- 
cal explanation of smoking is that it 
is a regression to the infantile practice 
of suckling. It ‘is like giving the baby 
a comforter to suck as a substitute for 
the nipple. 

Should Christians smoke? . That is a . 
question that each one must decide for 
himself. The story is told of a pastor 
who was once asked if he could give 
any Scriptural authority for smoking 
and he replied, “He which is filthy, 
let him be filthy still” (Rev. 22:11). 
In Romans 12:1, 2, however, the Apostle 
Paul urges that we should (1) present 
our bodies to God as a living sacrifice, 
and (2) that we should not be con- 
formed to this world. These are the 
positive and negative aspects of the 
great doctrine of separation. The pos- 
itive aspect rightly comes first but the: 
two are of equal importance. We must 
not only yield ourselves to God but 
we must not conform to the world, if 
we are to obey His Holy Spirit. The 
basic problem, therefore, is one of sur- 
render. Have we surrendered all to 
Him who died for us? If and when we 
have fully surrendered everything to 
God, we may confidently assume that 
any habit that may be a hindrance in 
the Christian life will quickly be elim- 
inated from our lives. 

Sometimes people give up smoking 
for selfish reasons, and we are reminded 
of the parable of the man who cleaned 
his house and cast out one demon only 
to find that seven others had been 
added to his place. (Matt. 12: 43-45.) 
Self-reformation is worthless, but “if 
the Son, therefore, shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). 
That is the true liberty that is the 
birthright of every believer, and there 
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is a tremendous sense of freedom when 
one is delivered from this habit. 

In a world ruled by fear and hatred, 
the unbeliever naturally turns to liquor 
and to smoking to ease the inner ten- 
sions in his life. No believer, however, 
should find it necessary to resort to 
such artificial means in order to allay 
his anxiety or tension. When anxiety 
has passed beyond the normal limits, 
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professional advice should, of course, be 
obtained., But for the normal tensions 
of life that are common to all of us 
alike, the resources of the believer are 
sufficient to meet his every need. The 
late Dr. C. G. Trumbull has pointed 
out that the victorious life in Christ is 
a gift. ~“Thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). 


Whether They Be Six or Sixty: 


Some points to remember in dealing with young folks 


66 US said, Suffer little children, 

and forbid them not, to come unto 
me: for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matt. 19:14). The children 
whom Christ met during His earthly 


ministry were conscious that He had as 


much concern for them as for their par- 
ents. A lad willingly gave Him his lunch 
and watched as He multiplied it to feed 
more than 5,000 people. A little child 
obediently came at Jesus’ call—satis- 
fied to sit with the Master and be an 
object lesson to the disciples: “Except 
ye become as little children .. .” While 
adults said, “Never man spake like this 
man,” the youth of Christ’s day re- 
joiced in a message they, too, could 
understand. Christ Jesus never neg- 
lected children; but do we sometimes 
fail to give them the same consideration 
we accord adults under like circum- 
stances? 

1. Apologies are sometimes in order. 
Joe Anderson told me that a lady com- 
plained that his daughter was untruth- 
ful. He asked her what his child had 
said. How disconcerted the lady was 
to learn that the little girl had been 
truthful! She apologized to Joe, but 
he said, “She should have apologized to 
Nellie; not to me. Nellie is hurt.” 

It reminded me of an incident in 
Vacation Bible School several years ago. 
After the lesson period my boys were 
anxious to get started on their hand- 
work. As they hurried to the table, a 
Bible flew through the air and thudded 
on one of the pews. It could only have 


come from MHarry’s direction—so I 
thought. 
“Harry, you shouldn’t have done 
that,” I said. “We ought to respect the 
Bible.” 


He didn’t say anything; just sat down 
and quietly began his handwork. Later, 
I learned he was not the guilty one. 
Since I had reprimanded Harry before 
the class, my apology should be just as 
public. So, before beginning our les- 
son the following day, I said, “Boys, I 
blamed Harry yesterday for throwing 
a Bible. He didn’t do it. Harry, I’m 
Sorry. Please forgive me.” 

Harry grinned and bobbed his head 
affirmatively. It seemed to me that he 
Telaxed and settled himself more com- 
fortably in the pew. 

2. We should be accurate in our state- 
ments. In the past I’ve heard of dis- 
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cussions in which one or another of my 
boys was involved. They cited me as 
the authority for their remarks. One 
Sunday afternoon, while pondering the 
lesson of the morning, it occurred to 
me that I had made a mistake. The 
following Sunday I said: “Well, boys, 
your teacher gave you a wrong answer 
last week.” I then proceeded to make 
the correction. When I right a wrong 
or correct an error, the following les- 
son period is marked by exceptional 
interest and pupil participation. | Chil- 
dren do not demand infallibility in us, 
but they do expect us to be honest and 
sincere. 

3. If an adult is placed in an em- 
barrassing situation, we endeavor to 
put him at ease. On one occasion, 
while attending to the records prior to 
our lesson period, one of my boys 
called Samuel a sissy. He had to mind 
the baby and do some household chores 
that some boys consider to be a girl’s 
duties. Samuel blushed and squirmed 
in his seat. 

“Now wait a minute, fellows,” I said. 
“I washed the dishes and made the bed 
this morning. In fact, I do so every 
Sunday morning. Never be ashamed 
of helping Mother and Father around 
the home.” 

My remark turned our class period 
into a time of confession. Samuel was 
surprised to learn he had plenty of 
company, when it came to doing “sissy” 
jobs. A man can sometimes handle 
a situation like that better than can a 
woman teacher. Teaching boys is no 
sissy job. More men should awaken to 
their responsibilities in our Sunday 
schools! 

4. Children, too, take pride in their 
possessions. I wouldn’t think of hurry- 
ing away, if a friend wanted to show 
me a new automobile he just bought. 
I was about to step into my car the 
other day when I heard a beep! beep! 
“Hi there, Teacher.” 

I saw Jerry coming down the street 
on a new bicycle. I was tempted to 
say, “Hello, nice bike you have, Jerry,” 
and drive away. But I paused, shut 
the door, and walked over to him. 
“Say, Jerry, that’s a dandy! Chrome 
‘fenders, too!” 

Beep! beep! “What do you think of 
that horn? Look at this light. Here’s 
the switch, right on top.” : 
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Jerry’s parents were poor. “That 
bike represents a lot of hard work and 
many odd jobs for you, Jerry.” 

“Yeah, but it’s worth it. See you in 
Sunday school.”- 

He pedalled away grinning from ear 
to ear. I looked at my watch—plenty 
of time for my appointment. And Jerry 
and I were buddies. 

5. Boys get lonesome and like to talk. 
I was having a cup of coffee in the 
“Five and Ten” one Saturday morning. 
A.lad sat beside me and ordered a root 
beer. I studied him in the mirror 
across the counter. About twelve years 
old; looked sort of “glum.” Maybe his 
parents were shopping, and he felt “in 
the way.” He looked up and saw me 
watching him. 

“Hi, fellow. You like root beer?” I 
asked. 

“Yep.” 

“Well, when you order up, always be 
sure you have that ‘root’ in it.” 

His brow wrinkled—then he smiled. 
“You won’t catch me drinking beer. 
I go to Sunday school.” 

“Good! Where?” 
“Oh, at a little country church.” 


(Continued on page 94) 
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Programs for 
the 1960 World Day of Prayer 


OTH the American Council of Chris- 
tian Churches and the National 
Association of Evangelicals have again 
this year prepared programs that are 
true to the Bible to help churches ob- 
serve the World Day of Prayer, March 
4, 1960. 

“Blessed Are Ye” is the title of the 
American Council program and the Ser- 
mon on the Mount is the background 
for the meditations. The program was 
prepared by Miss Mary Kurtz and Miss 
June Ironsides of the Evangelical Meth- 
odist Church of America, in conjunction 
with the New York Office of the ACCC. 
The 16-page booklet contains hymns, 
Scripture readings, suggestions for solos, 
responsive readings, and paragraphs for 
the leader to read. Programs and 
posters are available to all churches, free 
of charge, if they will write to 
the American Council of Christian 
Churches, 15 Park Row, New York 38. 

The National Association theme is 
“As Bound With Them” and a booklet 
has been prepared by Dr. Merrill C. 
Tenney, dean of the Graduate School of 
Wheaton College, with an introduction 
by Dr. Armin Gesswein, chairman of 
the Spiritual Life Commission of the 
NAE. The order of service is arranged 
to include responsive Bible readings, 
hymns, and time for prayer. Worship 
booklets and advertising posters may 
be obtained, free of charge, by writing 
the National Association of Evangeli- 
cals, 222 East Willow Ave., Wheaton, 
Ml. 

Though no charge is made for the 
above-named programs and posters, yet 
freewill offerings will be appreciated 
by both associations to cover the ex- 
penses of printing and mailing. 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 14. MEETING ORGANIZED 
OPPOSITION (Temperance) 


Acts 18:22 to 20:12; printed text, 19:8-10, 23-28; 20:1-3 


Golden Text.—For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.—Eph. 6:12 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 19:8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake 
‘boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuad- , 
ing the things concerning the kingdom of God. 
9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but 
spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed 
em, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the 


from 
school of one Tyrannus. 


10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that 
all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord 


Jesus; both Jews and Greeks. 


23 And the same time there arose no small stir about that 


way. 


24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, 
which made silver shrines for Diana, brought no small gain 


unto the craftsmen; 


25 Whom he called together with the workmen of like oc- 
cupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have 


our wealth. 


26 Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

AUL’S third missionary journey 
P is described in Acts 18:23 to 

21:15. It commenced in Antioch 
of Syria, continued in Asia Minor where 
he had planted the standard of the 
Cross on his first journey, took him via 
Ephesus into Greece where he had 
labored on his second journey, and ul- 
timately led him back to the mother 
church in Jerusalem. 

The larger portion of our lesson deals 
with the astonishing events in Ephesus, 
on the western coast of Asia Minor. 
This imposing city was at the junction 
of important trade routes near a re- 
nowned shrine dedicated to an Asiatic 
goddess of nature called by the Greeks 
Artemis (Diana by the Romans). On 
Paul’s trip to Jerusalem at the end of 
his second missionary journey he had 
stopped at Ephesus (18:19-21), wit- 
nessed there, and left his beloved 
friends Aquila and Priscilla in the city 
to continue the work (v. 26). 

Upon returning to Ephesus Paul dis- 
covered that an orator by the name of 
Apollos, having been fully instructed 
in the Gospel by Aquila and Priscilla, 
had paved the way for his return to 
the city and had then gone on to 
Greece. He met twelve earnest dis- 
ciples who needed instruction concern- 
ing baptism in Christ’s name (19:1-7). 
And he found a vast, flourishing, but 
superstitious city desperately needing 
to hear about Christ. 

After three months of testifying in 


ans. 


but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded 
and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods, 
which are made with hands: 

27 So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at 
nought; but also that the temple of the great. goddess Diana 
should be despised, and her magnificence should be destroyed, 
whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. 

28 And when they heard these sayings, they were full of 
wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephes- 


Chap. 20:1 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called 


unto him the disciples, and embraced them, and departed for 
to go into Macedonia. 
2 And when he had gone over those parts, and had given 
them much exhortation, he came into -Greece, 
3 And there abode three months. 


And when the Jews 


: laid wait for him, as he was about ¢to sail into Syria, he 


purposed to return through Macedonia. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
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the synagogue, Paul moved into a lecture 
hall where for two years he proclaimed 
the truth of God. The Lord granted 
him unusual miraculous powers. His 
messages struck home. Many peo- 
ple were converted. A riot ensued. 
Ephesus was in an uproar. But for 
the warnings of his friends, Paul might 
have been crushed in the theater. 

The tide of opposition to the Gospel 
was swelling. When Paul reached Cor- 
inth he discovered that there, too, hos- 
tility toward the Gospel was mounting. 
Compare Acts 18:6 with 20:3. The blas- 
phemy of previous days had now be- 
come a plot to seize him and do him 
harm. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 19:8.—“. . he went into the 
synagogue ... spake boldly for... 
three months, disputing and persuad- 
ing . concerning the kingdom of 
God.” Paul had visited this synagogue 
on his second missionary journey (18: 
19). “Disputing” is reasoning, i.e., logi- 
cal, analytical discussion. ‘“Persuad- 
ing” means “seeking to win” souls to 
Christ. Our Lord had said that man 
must be born into the Kingdom (cf. 
John 3:3). Paul not only explained 
that Christ is Messiah-King, but that a 
man must believe in Him to become a 
member of His Kingdom (cf. Acts 1:3). 

Verse 9.—“. .awhen divers were 
hardened, and believed not .. . spake 
evil of that way before the multitude, 
he departed .. . separated the disciples, 
disputing daily in the school of one Ty- 
rannus.” Literally, “some were grow- 
ing hardened and disobedient.” These 
skeptics became vocally and publicly 
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antagonistic. It was useless to reason 
with them. The “way” (cf. 9:2; 18:26), 
a title used to describe the Christian 
movement, was probably suggested by 
our Lord’s words, “I am the way .. .” 
(John 14:6). The “school” was a lec- 
ture hall operated by Tyrannus who is 
never mentioned elsewhere in Scrip- 
ture. 


Verse 10.—“ . . this continued ... two 
years; so that all they which dwelt in 
Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, 
both Jews and Greeks.” Paul’s total 
time in Ephesus was about three. years 
(20:31). Visualize him making tents to 
support himself, and daily witnessing in 
the lecture hall. “Asia” means the Ro- 
man province of Asia (in Asia Minor), 
of which Ephesus was the capital. Busi- 
nessmen and religious pilgrims were 
constantly visiting the metropolis, 
which was famed for its temple. Many 
must have heard Paul’s testimony and 
carried his words back to their com- 
munities. 

Verse 23.—“. . . the same time there 
arose no small stir about that way.” 
As the Lord Jesus is “the way” (John 
14:6), so His followers bore the same, — 
but derived title. Paul’s powerful, 
continued messages began to make an 
impact on Ephesus. “Stir” suggests con- 
fused, hostile excitement (cf. Acts 12: 
18). 

Verse 24—‘“For . . . Demetrius, a sil- 
versmith, which made silver shrines for 
Diana, brought no small gain unto the 
craftsmen.” The temple of Artemis 
(Diana) in Ephesus was magnificent, , 
considered to be one of the Seven 
Wonders of the World. Demetrius was. 
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probably the owner of a manufacturing 
plant that produced small silver models 
of the temple sanctuary and, the image 
of Diana for sale to superstitious wor- 
shipers. The “craftsmen” he employed 
were artists as well as ordinary la- 
borers. 

Verse 25.—“Whom he called together 
with workmen of like occupation, and 
‘said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft 
we have our wealth.” Demetrius sum- 
moned both his skilled (“technitais,” 
y. 24, Greek, related to our word “tech- 
nical”) and unskilled laborers. He re- 
minded them frankly that their “craft” 
(literally, “work,” or “business”) was 
the source of their income. 


Verse 26.—“. . . ye see and hear, that 
not alone at Ephesus, but almost 
throughout all Asia ... Paul hath... 
turned away much people, saying that 
they be no gods .. . made with hands.” 
What a testimony to Paul’s faithful- 
ness! Both the headquarters of the 
shrine-making industry in Ephesus and 
the “branch offices” throughout the 
province were suffering. The reason: 
Paul was pointing men to the true 
God, who is a living Spirit. Fabri- 
cated images, he insisted, were super- 
stitious and useless (cf. 17:29). 


Verse 27.—“. . . this our craft is in 
danger to be set at nought .. . also that 
the temple of the great goddess Diana 
should be despised ... her magnificence 
... destroyed, whom all Asia and the 
world worshippeth.” “Set at nought” 
is “come into disrepute.” “Be despised” 
is “be made of no account” (because 
exposed for what it was). Artemis was 
in danger, Demetrius warned, of being 
robbed of her universal glory! Note 
the two motives for action, the two 
levels of appeal which the speaker used: 
(1) the personal interests of his audi- 
ence—their livelihood was at stake; (2) 
the religious necessity of protecting the 
majesty of their goddess! 


Verse 28.—“. .. when they heard these 
sayings, they were full of wrath, ... 
cried out, . . . Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians.” Demetrius’s rabble-rousing 
Speech produced results. His audience 
continued to cry out (literally), i.e., 
they probably passed through the 
streets of Ephesus, shouting the religious 
chorus normally used on festival days 
in honor of Diana, but now with warn- 
ing shouts, as though her glory was im- 
periled. 


Acts 20:1—*. . . after the uproar... 
ceased, Paul called ... the disciples... 
embraced them . . . departed for to go 
into Macedonia.” This was no secret, 
hurried escape from Ephesus. Paul 
waited until the excitement had subsided 
before leaving. He had already sent 
Timothy and Erastus across the sea to 
Macedonia to pave the way for his 
coming (19:22). 
he “exhorted”. (Greek) the Ephesian be- 
lievers and then took his leave. 


when he had gone 
Over those parts . . . had given them 
much exhortation, he came _ into 
Greece.” “Those parts” of Macedonia 
Must have included centers. in 


Verse 2—“. .. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
7.—Perseverance in Chris- 
Acts 18:1-22; 1 Co- 

rinthians 1:26 to 2:5 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. February 21.—A Program of Christian 
Pe Cicsncidecencsenct Acts 20:13 to 21:16 


6. February 
tian Work. 








About to follow them,’ 


which Paul had previously established 
churches, i.e., Philippi, Thessalonica, 
and Berea. “Greece” (Hellas) denotes 
the area of Achaia, the southern prov- 
ince of the country, of which Corinth 
was the capital. 

Verse 3.—“. there abode three 
months. And when the Jews laid wait 
for him, as he was about to sail into 
Syria,‘ he purposed to return through 
Macedonia.” Literally, “a plot was laid 
against him by the Jews.” After three 
months in the vicinity of Corinth, Paul 
intended to travel by sea to the shores 
of Palestine and thus up to Jerusalem. 
The purpose of his proposed trip was 
to bear gifts from Gentile believers to 
the Jerusalem church (cf. 1 Cor. 16: 2-4). 
But. when he learned that his Jewish 
opponents in Corinth (Acts 18:6) were 
scheming against him, he revised his 
itinerary to escape their clutches, head- 
ing back northward to Macedonia. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Paul was no stranger to peril. When 
he was first converted he had to escape 
from Damascus in a basket (Acts 9: 
25). Grecians in Jerusalem tried to 
slay him (v. 29). On his first mission- 
ary journey the effort was made in 
Iconium to stone him (14:5), and in 
Lystra he was actually at the point of 
death (v. 19). 

On his second missionary journey the 
opposition continued. Paul was im- 
prisoned in Philippi (16:23); he es- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


N WHICH missionary journey of 
Paul’s: did these events occur, and 

in which two continents? 
2. What was defective in Apollos’s 


knowledge, and who instructed him? 

3. What happened to the twelve 
Ephesian disciples when they were bap- 
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus? 

4. How long did Paul speak in the 
Ephesian synagogue and how long in 
Tyrannus’s lecture hall? 

5. Of what fundamental fallacy were 
the sons of Sceva guilty? 

6. What vivid, costly demonstration 
of their new found faith did Ephesian 
believers give? : 

7. Where did Paul hope to travel 
after his stay in Ephesus? 

8. What two motives for rebellion 
did Demetrius stress in his speech to 
the artists and workmen? 

9. How is Paul’s courage seen in 
connection with the mob scene in the 
theater? 

10. How did the Corinthian Jews re- 
veal their hatred of Paul? 

(Answers on page 94) 


(9) 89. 


caped an assault in Thessalonica (17: 
5, 10); he was opposed in Corinth (18: 
6). As the Word of God “mightily 
grew” and “prevailed” in Ephesus (19: 
20) the business of shrine making 
and selling suffered. The silversmith 
“union” was aroused. A well-organized 
plot was hatched against Paul’s life. 
Only a shift in his plans enabled him 
to elude the grasp of his foes (20:3). 

The basic question is: What were the 
two opposing forces that seemed to be 
in a life-and-death struggle wherever 
Paul witnessed for his Saviour? 

The story of Apollos and the imma- 
ture disciples in Ephesus (19:1, 2) 
makes it clear that the major force 
was a person, the Holy Spirit, who 
came upon the disciples when they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
The contrasting force was that of the 
Devil. The evil spirits that possessed 
the poor wretches in Ephesus and whose 
victim overcame the’ presumptuous sons 


‘of Sceva (vv. 13, 16) were emissaries 


of Satan, the archopponent of the Gos- 
pel. Paul had invaded the Devil’s ter- 
ritory, Ephesus, where superstition. was 
rampant. Moreover, his efforts to 
thwart Satan’s purposes were succeed- 
ing. Many Ephesians were coming to 
Christ. No wonder the Devil was dis- 
turbed and incited a riot. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Start of the third missionary journey 
(Acts 18:22, 23) 

2. Witness to the Gospel in Ephesus 
(18: 24 to 19: 41) 

3. Paul’s experiences in Greece (20: 1-3) 

4. Fellowship in Troas' (vv. 5-12) 


. Topics for Development 


The First Day of the-Week. Remem- 
ber the contents of Acts 20:7. -It teaches 
clearly that already in Paul’s day the 
Christian church was gathering for wor- 
ship on the first day of the week. It 
was commemorating Christ’s day of res- 
urrection. 

Note the elements of worship: (1) an 
assembly; (2) the breaking of bread, 
ie., observance of the ‘Lord’s Supper; 
(3) a sermon by Paul. Add to this 
the injunction of 1 Corinthians 16:2 
and you have a service of worship 
comparable to ours today. 

If it be argued that the reason be- 
lievers assembled in Troas on the first 


* day of the week was simply that Paul 


planned to leave the next day and this 
was thus a “farewell” assembly, bear 
in mind certain facts: the missionary 
team was in Troas “seven days” (Acts 
20:6) and could have selected tany of 
these for an assembly (but chose the 
first), and that one does not usually 
plan a farewell assembly the night be- 
fore a voyage if the voyager is going 
to stay up all night speaking (v. 11). 


Practical Applications 

Apollos must have been a wonderful 
man. He was a powerful orator but 
humble enough to receive instructions 
from a tentmaker! (18:26.) Ability plus 
humility: a beautiful combination. 

Thank God for Aquila’ and Priscilla, 
a married couple united in the faith, 
sharing their testimony, endangering 
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their very lives together for Christ and 
opening their home to fellow believers 
(cf. Rom. 16:3-5). The greatest cement- 
ing force in marriage is a deep, com- 
mon love for the Saviour: 

The sons of Sceva knew the proper 
words (Acts 19:13), but they did not 
know the Lord. They learned to*their 
own shame that pious language without 
faith in Christ may be deadly (v. 16). 
Let us be sure that the words we sing, 
the phrases we pray, and the witness 
we bear reflect genuine personal trust 
in the Saviour. 

“The more part knew not wherefore 
they were come together” (v. 32). Let 
that never be said of us. Whenever 
we gather, or wherever we may roam, 
let us be intelligent, informed believers 
with convictions both true and clear. 

If drink has someone you love in its 
grasp remember that the “evil spirit” 
can be exorcised, not by quackery, but 
by the name and power of the living 
Christ. 

Golden Text 

Eph. 6:12—“For we wrestle not 
against flesh and .blood, but against 
principalities ... powers ... rulers of 
the darkness of this world .. . spiritual 
wickedness in high places.” These 
words were addressed to the very be- 
lievers to whom Paul had preached 
years before. Our unseen adversary, 
the Devil, and all his venomous, power- 
ful hosts are allied against believers. 
A wrestler, he knows all the holds: a 
toe hold, to keep us from going where 
God wills; a headlock to plant doubts 
in our minds; a “full Nelson” to bend 
our wills to his destructive purposes. 
But praise God that the Holy Spirit, 
our ally, is stronger than Satan. 


Mepra, Pa. 
wg 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 
“And he went into the synagogue, 


and spake boldly for ... three months 

. -’ (Acts 19:8).—One can easily im- 
agine the entire city of Ephesus being 
shaken from center to circumference, 
even though Paul’s fearless and faith- 
ful preaching was limited to the syna- 
_gogue for three months. Those who at- 
tended the services heard things that 
they simply could not keep to them- 
selves—they repeated and _ discussed 
them with péople outside the syna- 
gogue. 

This caused some to harden them- 
selves against the Gospel and to speak 
evil “of that way before the multitude.” 

It is so easy to twist the words of a 
preacher and make it appear that he. 
is teaching error and advocating evil. 

Because of the apostle’s strong stand 
on the grace of God, we know he was 
slanderously reported to have said (not 
necessarily at Ephesus), “Let us do evil 
that good may come” (Rom. 3:8). How 
true is what St. Bernard said: “Slander 
is a poison which extinguishes charity, 
both in the slanderer and in the person 


.tinctive name for Christianity. 
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who listens to it; so that a single cal- 
umny may prove fatal to an infinite 
number of souls; since it kills not only 
those who circulate it, but also all those 
who do not reject it!” 


“.. he departed ... and separated 
the disciples . . .” (Acts 19:9).—When 
certain Jews in the synagogue at Cor- 
inth opposed and blasphemed, Paul left 
the synagogue and entered into the 
house of Justus. Here, in Ephesus, he 
departed from the synagogue and made 
use of the school of one Tyrannus. 
This would make it apparent that all 
Jews did not believe what Paul 
preached. Only certain ones responded 
favorably to it. This was equally true 
of Gentiles. Christianity was decidedly 
new, and was for Jews and Gentiles. 
Paul continued to use the school for two 
years, “so that all they which dwelt in 
Asia [the province, that is] heard the 
word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and 
Greeks.” 

What an untiring worker! While 
Ephesus was the center of his activ- 
ities, Paul, no doubt, journeyed to 
neighboring cities and sowed the seed 
that resulted in the founding of the other 
six churches of Revelation 2 and 3. 


“And the same time there arose no 
small stir about that way” (Acts 19:23). 
—“The way” was often used as a dis- 
See 
Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22. It 
has been suggested that it may have 
originated in the words which the Lord 
Jesus uttered, “I am the way.” 

The success of the Gospel endangered 
the prosperous craft of the silversmiths. 
One of them, Demetrius by name, called 
the others together and pointed out the 
danger. He delivered his inflammatory 
speech under the cloak of zeal for the 
temple and the great goddess Diana. 

With hearts full of wrath the silver- 
smiths cried out saying: “Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians.” The whole 
city was filled with confusion, and mob 
rule prevailed. 

We cannot do better than refer to 
the apostle’s own account of _the riot. 
Writing to the Corinthians, he said: 
“As for our troubles which came. upon 
us in the province of Asia, we would 
have you know, brethren, that we were 
exceedingly weighed down, and felt 
,overwhelmed, so that we renounced all 
hope even of life. Nay, we had, as we 
still have, the sentence of death within 
our own selves, in order that our con- 
fidence may repose, not on ourselves, 
but on God who raises the dead to life. 
He it is who rescued us from so im- 
minent a death, and will do so again; 
and we have a firm hope in Him that 
He will also rescue us in all the future 

..” (2 Cor. 1:8-10, Weymouth). 


“For we wrestle ... against spiritual 
wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6:12). 
—The apostle knew who was behind 
all that organized persecution. He saw 
beyond the men and women involved, 
the “prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the children 
of disobedience.” He knew about the 
evil spiritual principalities and powers, 
the rulers of the darkness of this world; 
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and of the, hosts of wicked spirits in 
high places. ~ 

For this conflict, the whole panoply 
of God is provided for believers. We 
must put it on that we may be able to 
withstand, and stand! 


A Temperance Note.—Bartenders 
were warned that legal responsibility for 
their wares did not end with an empty 
highball glass. 

Judge Henry F. Todd of the Nashville, 
Tenn., General Sessions Court told a 
conference on prevention of alcoholism 
that the people who sold liquor legally 
could be held liable for its effects, 

“The bartender may find himself tell- 
ing his troubles to a judge who may 
not be such a good listener.” 

The judge explained that a wife could 
sue anyone whom she could prove re- 
sponsible for her husband’s alcoholism. 
In addition, parents could sue those who 
sell liquor to their minor children and 
citizens injured by a drunk could bring 
suit for damages against the establish- 
ment that supplied the liquor. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris - 


SuGcESTED HymMNSs 


“Break Thou the Bread of Life” 
“Fight the Good Fight” 
“Who Is on the Lord’s Side?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, all whose ways 
are just and right, we thank Thee that 
Thou art also loving and merciful. Show 
us Thy mercy in pardon and cleansing 
as we may have need. May Thy love 
of right and truth dwell in us that we 
may fearlessly stand for justice, purity, 
truth, and charity. Support all who 
fight the good fight of faith in our 
time, especially those who suffer for 
the Gospel’s sake. Keep us true to 
Thee when it is hard to fly our Chris- 
tian colors. Bless to us and all who 
study them these Scriptures before us 
now and may Thy Word work mightily 
in many hearts this day to produce 
repentance, saving faith, and spiritual 
strength. Be merciful to the sick and 
all afflicted ones. By their faith in 
Thee bring them through their troubles 
victorious. Guide the rulers of our 
land and all other nations today that 
right may be done and peace be se- 
cured. Revive Thy Church and spread 
the Gospel to all people, bringing at 
last the Kingdom of the glory of Thy 
Son. We pray in His name. Amen. _ 


After the Lesson.—When the silver- 
smiths of Ephesus stirred up the city 
against Christianity, their chief concern” 
was their own gains. But what they 
used to excite the mob was the idea 
that worship of Diana was essential to 
life ‘in Ephesus. Likewise today the 
liquor barons are ever at work to make 
drinking appear as part of our way of - 
life. Drinking scenes on television feed 
that idea into’minds of children and 





‘Lesson for February 14 


older folks every day. Newspapers and 
magazines play the brewers’ game, too. 
About a year ago a leading national 
magazine in Canada published an ar- 
ticle entitled, “How To Get the Boss’s 
Job.” One point made was that you 
cannot reach the top in business or in 
a profession if you refuse alcoholic 
drinks. Yet right now the Prime Min- 
ister of Canada, the Minister of Ex- 
ternal Affairs, and the Finance Min- 
ister are all men who never drink! It 


GREAT IS 


would be easy to write an article en- 
titled, “How To Lose the Boss’s Job” 
by telling stories of men who lost it 
through drink! 

Whenever you see liquor played up 
as good and a part of our way of life, 
think of the Ephesian silversmiths, 
anxious to keep their gains. The beer 
barons of today have the same anxiety. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 





DIANA! 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


664°\ REAT is Diana of the Ephesians! 
G Great is Diana of the Ephesians!” 
Fellows, when a crowd shouts that 
way “for the space of two hours,” as 


recorded in Acts 19:28 and 34, there - 


must be a real cause for intense en- 
thusiasm, or else the shouters must have 
been very weak-minded. In this case 
it proved to be the latter, for verse 32 
tells us “some therefore cried one thing, 
and some another: for the assembly was 
confused; and the more part knew not 
wherefore they were come together.” 
The town clerk saw they were acting 
foolishly and he wisely dismissed the 
rioters and told them to go home. 
Fellows, this is a fair sample of the 
way in which the opposition to the 
Gospel expresses itself, especially in 
our own times. People do not throw 
Stones and murder those who witness 
for Jesus Christ, as in the case of 
Stephen and Paul; they simply ignore 
them and “play up” something else. 
It is a rare thing for a church service 
in this civilized land to be interrupted 
or molested by unbelievers. They just 
ignore it and play bridge on Sunday 
nights, or go to car races or ball games 
on Sunday. Not that baseball or foot- 
ball are sinful (on weekdays), but when 
church members whoop and shout over 
a ball game, and hardly ever even 
whisper the name of Christ, the won- 
derful Saviour of sinners, there is some- 
thing radically wrong—tragically wrong. 
The Diana myth was an old one. She 
was supposed to be a daughter of Ju- 
Piter and Leto, also the sister of Apollo. 
Over 400 years before Paul visited 
Ephesus a very grand temple, the tem- 
ple of Diana, had been erected there 
for her worship. It was rated as one 
of the Seven Wonders of the World; 
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it was 60 feet high, 425 feet long, and 
225 feet wide, constructed of Parian 
marble and, Pliny says, was 120 years 
in building. There were 126 columns 
reaching to the top of the edifice— 
two rows of 8 columns each across the 
front and 20 columns each on the sides, 
with an additional number near the 
main entrance. This temple was 
burned in 356 B.C. by Herostratus, and 
the Goths plundered it in 262 B.C. So 
you see there was the effect of impos- 
ing architecture, antiquity, and ancient 
grandeur which antedated the rebuilt 
structure in Paul’s day. No wonder 
that the foolish Ephesians were hood- 
winked into the worship of a mythical 
goddess. And no wonder that the sil- 
versmith, Demetrius, and the other 
makers of images of Diana for idol wor- 
ship were greatly disturbed when Paul 
came upon the scene stating that “they 
be no gods, which are made with hands” 
(Acts 19:26). It was not so much a 
matter of religion with Demetrius, for 
he cried, “Sirs, ye know that by this 
craft we have our wealth.” 

Thus it has ever been that worldly 
interests have been foes to the preach- 
ing’ of the Gospel. It is just as much 
so today as in Paul’s day—and even 
more so, for the world’s population and 
worldliness have:vastly increased since 
then. The Ephesian episode is just one 
of the many varieties of opposition that 
Paul had to face and fight. It helps us 
to understand Paul’s word to the Philip- 
pians: “Brethren, I count not myself to 
have apprehended: but this one thing 
I do: forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus” (3:13, 
14). 

Over against the frantic shouts of the 
Ephesians, “Great is Diana,” I like to 
place. that inspiring song which Bev 
Shea sings so well: 


O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works Thy hands hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder— 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 


Then sings my soul, my Saviour God. to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou, art! 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we-will begin by reviewing 
the first six questions and answers 
on the card, “God the Father.” 

*Now let us have the review story, 
“Mob. Smashes House In.” 

In the last part of Acts 18 we read ‘of 
Apollos, an eloquent preacher who came 
to Ephesus to tell the Jews there that 
they should repent and be baptized to 
get ready for the coming of their Mes- 
siah. 

Here are some questions for us to 
answer as we read Acts 19: (1) What 
did Paul ask the disciples he found at 
Ephesus? (2) To what had they been 
baptized? (3) What man had been 


’ sessed man do? 


(11) 91 


preaching at Ephesus about John’s bap- 
tism? (See Acts 18:24, 25.) (4) In 
whose name were these disciples bap- 
tized, after they heard the Gospel? (5) 
What happened when Paul laid his 
hands on these men? (6) How long 
did Paul preach in the synagogue? (7) 
Where did he go next? (8) How many 
people around there heard the Gospel 
in the next two years? (9) Name one 
miracle God did through Paul. (10) 
What did the vagabond Jews say to a 
demon? (11) What did the demon an- 
swer? (12) What did the demon-pos- 
(13) What was the 
result of all this? (14) How did the 
Ephesian believers prove their sincer- 
ity? (15) Why did Demetrius call to- 
gether the silversmiths of Ephesus? 
(16); What made them angry at Paul? 
(17) Where did the yelling mob rush 
with Paul’s companions? (18) What 
per cent of the-mob knew what the 
uproar was about?’ (19) What did 
the crowd shout for two hours? (20) 
Who quieted the uproar? 

Here is a review story for someone 
to tell next Sunday: 


A BONFIRE AND A RIoT 


Paul went to Ephesus to preach the 
Gospel. He taught in the synagogue 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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there till unbelieving Jews drove him 
out. Then.he went to a schoolhouse 
» and preached there for two years. 
While he was there, all the people in 
the province of Asia heard the Gospel. 

Many people got saved. Soon they 
realized that they could not follow 
Christ .when they had bad books in 
their homes. Their bad books had cost 
a lot of money, but they knew God 
wanted them burned up. So they had 
a great bonfire in the city, and all the 
Christians brought every bad book 
they owned and threw it into the fire. 
They burned up thousands of dollars 
worth of these books, but they did it 
because they were in earnest to follow 
the Lord. When unsaved people asked 
why these books were burned, the 
Christians had an opportunity to tell 
them about the Lord Jesus. ° 

So many people were saved at 
Ephesus that an idolmaker named De- 
metrius called together the other men 
who made images of Diana, and said, 
“Paul’s preaching is spoiling our busi- 
ness. Soon no one will worship Diana, 
which means nobody will buy our im- 
ages!” This made the silversmiths so 
angry they. started yelling, “Great is 
Diana of the Ephesians.” A crowd 
gathered wondering what all the shout- 
ing was about. They got excited and 
grabbed two of Paul’s companions and 
rushed them into the great theater. 
Half the people in the building didn’t 
know what the excitement was about, 
but they also shouted, “Great is Diana 
of the Ephesians.” The shouting lasted 
for two whole hours. Paul wanted to 
go into the theater to“try to quiet the 
crowd, but his friends would not let 
him. They were afraid the wild mob 
would tear him to pieces. 

The town clerk had a hard time get- 
ting the people to be quiet and go 
home, but he did at last. 

Although the Ephesian mob shouted 
about their goddess Diana for two 
hours, there is not a single person in 
the world today who worships her. But 
there are millions who love and wor- 
ship the Saviour whom Paul preached, 
and will forevermore! 

What wonderful power there is in 

- the Gospel of Christ! Wherever Paul 
preached, heathen turned to God from 
idols. They forsook their sins and gave 
evidence that they were truly born 
again. Here in Ephesus they even 
burned their bad books at great fi- 
nancial loss; because they felt they must, 
in order to follow their Lord. They 
became devoted Christians full of good 
works. 

Also, wherever Paul preached, Satan 
stirred up enemies for him. Here in 
Ephesus, as in Philippi, Satan used the 
love of money to start the trouble. 


Paul suffered more bitter persecution 
in every city than most of us do in a 


lifetime! What high honors he will re- 
ceive in Heaven! 

But in spite of all the opposition 
Paul met, he was still able to write 
by inspiration, “Now thanks be unto 
God, which always causeth us to tri- 
umph in Christ” (2 Cor. 2:14). And 
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the Gospel will have the final triumph. 
Some day this earth will be filled with 
“the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Beware of the “Little Things.”—For 

we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against . principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places (Eph. 6:12, 
Golden Text). Do you know that one 
speck of dust in an automatic flight- 
control instrument is sufficient to cause 
a multimillion dollar supersonic jet air- 
plane to veer widely off its course? 

Do you know that lint from clothing 
and moisture from fingerprints can 
make a-guided missile, zooming along 
at twice the speed of sound, go awry, 
and miss its mark? 

Do you know that smog and humid- 
ity can cause intricate flight instru- 
ments to fail and endanger. the success 
of vital military missions? 

G. M. Giannini, a noted American 
scientist, says all this is so! This is a 
reminder that there are many tiny 
things that can cause the finest speci- 
men of humanity to go awry and miss 
the glorious destiny which his Maker 
has made possible for him to enjoy. 
It is ndt necessary to commit some 
glaring evil in order to become a fail- 
ure spiritually. The merest thought of 
foolishness is sin (Prov. 24:9). Cov- 
etousness is idolatry (Col. 3:5). A hater 
is a murderer (1 John 3:15). Unbelief 
is making God a liar (1 John 5:10). 
What is to be done about all these 
things which we considered so tiny 
that we did not even think seriously 
about them? There is only one proper 
thing to do, and that is to look by faith 
to the Lamb of God who bore our sins 
in His own.body on the tree (1 Pet. 
2:24) —From “Now.” Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


The Harm in Moderate Drinking.— 
And he... spake boldly . . . disputing 
and persuading the things concerning 
the kingdom of God (Acts 19:8). At 
one time Rudyard Kipling thought 
there was no wrong in using alcohol 
in moderation. He never took “too 
much,” and felt that his own character 
did not suffer any from what he did 
take. But once in America he saw two 
young men making two very young 
girls drunk. Here is his ¢é0mment on 
the incident: “Recanting previous opin- 
ions, I became a prohibitionist. Better 
is it that a man should go without his 
beer in public places . . . than to bring 
temptation to the lips of young fools 
such as the four I have seen. I un- 
derstand now why the preachers rage 
against drink. I have said: ‘There is 


. 


January 30, 1960 


no harm in it, taken moderately,’ and 
yet my own demand for beer helped 
directly to send these two irls reeling 
down the dark street, to God alone 
knows what end.” Kipling was quite 
right. Often it is the moderate drinker, 
going happily on his way, never yield- 
ing to excess, whose example leads 
others, with less self-control than hi 
to the shame and misery and ruin p 
a drunkard’s life and death—From 
Covenanter Witness. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


An Unconverted Member Saved— 
But when divers were hardened, and 
believed not, . . . he departed from 
them, and separated the disciples ¢Acts 
19:9).. A small group of Christians 
were led to break away from a worldly 
church. They formed another, and were 
greatly blessed of God, but much 
spoken against by the other church, 
whose minister on meeting a newly 
converted man said to him in a ‘haughty 
manner, “I hear you have been con- 
verted since you left us to join the 
new sect.” “That’s right, sir,” was the 
courteous reply, “but I don’t know what 
you mean by ‘sect.’ I was a member of: 
your church for some years, and I 
never knew I had to be converted, but 
in this ‘sect,’ as you call it, I found 
Christ as my Saviour, and I’m truly 
a thankful man.”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


When the Enemy Oversteps Himself. 
—Disputing daily in the school of one 
Tyrannus. And this continued by the 
space of two years (Acts 19:9, 10), 
The Enemy often oversteps himself; he 
closes a door; but that very act results 
in the opening of a more effectual one. 
While perusing “Wesley’s Journal” 
lately, I noticed this entry: “‘Tues., May 
8—I went to Bath, but was not suffered 
to be in the meadow where I was be- 
fore, which occasioned the offer of a 
much more convenient place, where 
I preached Christ to about a thousand 
souls.,—From Tom M. Olson, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Better Judgment Than His _ Cus- 
tomers.—Sirs, ye know that by this 
craft we have our wealth (Acts 19:25). 
Once upon a time the following con- 
versation took place: First man: “Do 
you drink?” Second man: “No.” First 
man: “Why don’t you drink?” Second 
man: “My boss forbids it; my customers 
won’t allow it; and it goes against my 
better judgment.” First man: “Those 
are surely very good reasons. By the 
way, what is your business?” Second 
man: “I am a barkeeper.”—From the 
Nebraska Issue. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Richmond, Kans. 


A Badge of the World.—-Whom ... 
the world worshippeth (Acts 19:27). 
Consider the reaction to the person 
who presumes in modern society to 
abstain from alcohol. It ranges from 
amusement to irritation and dislike. 
Why? I can refuse coffee, I can pass 
the mustard by, I can abstain from 
sugar on my porridge, and no one com- 
ments. But if I refuse to drink 28 
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chemical compound, the effect of which 
on the human constitution has pro- 
duced half the road fatalities and half 
the crime of the year’s statistics, I am 
considered odd, and in a subtle fashion 
made to feel so, whether the context 
be a road construction camp, or the 
dons’ common room. Why? Because 
liquor, from the vulgar glass of beer 


_to the elegant Mayfair cocktail, has be- 


come a foolish badge of world and 
worldling, and I am not free to refuse 
without umbrage on the part of those 
whom my action is felt to criticize and 
rebuke—From Prof. E. M. Blaiklock, 
at Keswick Conference, England. Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


Following the Crowd.—And when 
they heard these sayings, they were 
full of wrath, and cried out, saying, 
Great is Diana of the Ephesians (Acts 
19:28). In one of the many adventures 
that the Dickens character Mr. Pick- 
wick had, we find him arriving in a 
town at election time. There was a 
great crowd surrounding him and his 
fellow travelers, as they alighted from 
their coach, and they were cheering for 
one of the candidates. “Hurrah,” 
shouted the mob. “Hurrah for Slum- 
key! Slumkey forever!” “Who is Slum- 
key?” whispered one of Pickwick’s 
friends. “I don’t know,” Mr. Pickwick 
replied. “It’s always best on these oc- 
casions to do what the mob does.” “But 
suppose there are two mobs?” suggested 
another friend. “Shout with the larg- 
est,” replied Mr. Pickwick. I suppose 
in this instance it was immaterial 
which side they shouted with, for they 
had no particular interest in either 
party. It is human‘ nature to take the 
For that rea- 
son it is much easier to go in through 
the wide gate than the strait one. “Many 
there be,” said Jesus, speaking of the 
wide gate and the broad way, “which 
go in thereat.” It is much easier to 
drift with the crowds than it is to 
break away from them. It is easier to 
Shout with the crowd than against it. 
—From the Watchman-Examiner. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


The Cost of Following Jesus 
(Acts 19:238-26, 28°30) 

F THE “valentine” newcomers are 

likely to be strangers to some, pin 
a red heart on each person, bearing his 
hame. Before Sunday school begins, 
in order to get acquainted, each child 
may get as many other children as 
Possible to sign their names on the back 
of his heart. 

For review put each of the following 
names on small hearts of various colors: 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Saul, Stephen, Peter, John, Ananias, 
Sapphira, Philip, Cornelius, Herod, Bar- 
nabas, Silas, John Mark, Rhoda, Tim- 
othy, Luke, Lydia, Aquila, Priscilla. Do 
you know who I am? Give out the 
hearts around the class. Each pupil in 
turn identifies his name if he can; other- 
wise, he passes it to the left until some- 
one can. The person who identifies the 
name correctly keeps the heart. (Ac- 
cept either Ananias as correct.) At the 
end who has the most hearts? 

Our great missionary, Paul, is now on 
his third trip, staying in Ephesus, the 
capital city of what was then called 
Asia. (Place his walking stick pin there. 
Remove the other pins.) 
heart took in all the city and the coun- 
try around! He wanted them all for 
Christ! (Outline as large a heart as 
the blackboard permits. As you men- 
tion his work among the Jews, draw 
in the heart a rectangular, flat-roofed 
building with a door, and print “Jews” 
on it. Contmue with: “school,” “homes” 
in Acts 20:20, and “magicians? repre- 
sented by a blazing fire.) Look in Acts 
19:10 to see how many people heard 
about the Lord Jesus. Even the city 
rulers were friendly. 

There were other men besides the un- 
believing Jews who did not like Paul. 
In Ephesus was a magnificent temple 
to Diana, one of the Seven Wonders of 
the World. (Draw a temple with col- 
umns.) Inside was a carved image of 
the goddess said to have fallen from 
heaven. Many people were not going 
there now that they believed in the 
Lord Jesus. Business was falling off 
for Demetrius and others who made 
silver models of the goddess and the 
temple to sell! Jerry, read Demetrius’ 
speech to stir up his own labor union 
(vv. 25-27). Then they stirred up the 
whole city! Sally, verses 28, 29a. The 
mob moved into a great outdoor theater 
on the hillside. (Draw a: straight line 
with the ends connected by a curve, 
and the word “mob” inside.) Paul 
wanted to go tell all those thousands 
about the Lord Jesus. But his Chris- 
tian friends would not let him, knowing 
it was not safe; and the rulers asked 
him to stay away. (Must Christians 
take advice?) For two hours the mob 
shouted itself hoarse, until the town 
clerk finally got them quieted down 
and sent them home, telling them Paul 
and his men had not robbed temples or 
insulted their goddess, and if. Deme- 
trius and his men had any quarrel with 
them to take it to court in the regular 
way. 

Again Paul had to move on quickly. 
Follow him this week in chapter 20, 
and see him meet again some of the 
Christians,from Ephesus. 

Our Lord’s heart is big, too. (Erase, 
and draw another heart. Represent dif- 
ferent types of people in your com- 
munity, as you mention His love for 
them, by sketches of a large house, 
shack, factory, field with tree, high 
school, pupils’ school, white head, black 
head, and so forth. Quote John 3:16, 
then adapt it by inserting pupils’ names 
in place of “the world,” “whosoever,” 


Paul’s great . 
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LENDING LIBRARY 


Borrow Christian books by mail. Lending fees are 
reasonable. All Christian classifications available. 
Write for information. Christian Reader's Library, 
eed. rg, Indiana. 








WINDSHIELD STICKERS 


In time of prevailing wickedness and error, it, is 
your Christian duty to make a public: avowal of 
your faith and allegiance to Christ. Carry wind- 
shield stickers on your automobile. “‘Jesus Never 
Fails’’; ‘“Ye Must Be Born Again.”’ Free, Send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Atlanta 
Testament League, P.O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 
Georgia. , 











These booklets exalt and explain the Word of 
God, and are written by a world traveler and 
student of the Scriptures for 52 years. — 

1. “The Second Coming of Christ Ex- 
plained.”’ This subject is dealt with in great 
detail, comparing the two different events of 
His coming. rc . 

2. “The Kingdom of God Explained, and the 
Gospel of the Kingdom.” It explains all the 
wonderful prophecies pertaining to Christ’s 
everlasting kingdom which is.close at hand. 

3. “The New Jerusalem, the City of the Liv- 
ing God.” This book explains the marvelous 
wonders of heaven, God’s great capital of the 
universe. 

4. “Mystery Babylon the Great Explained.” 
This most difficult of all prophecies is at last 
made clear to readers, for it explains the greatest 
mystery in the world today. 

5. “The Coming United States in Europe Ac- 
cording to Prophecy.” It explains what the Bible 
states about Communism, and how ten nations 
will unite in Western Europe as a balance 
power against Russia. i 

6. “The Great Problems of the Middle East 
in the Light of God’s Prophetic Word.” 

ALL SIX FOR $1.25 


REV. ANDREW OLSEN 








Bible Expositor, Sequim, Wash. 
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ONCE IN A LIFETIME 


Sidney Correll Tour of Europe and Holy Land 
September 8, 1960 
For information write: Box 8, Dayton 5, Ohio 


Fifteen minutes to the Gulf Be near a. 
restaurants; lovely clean rooms; tile baths. For 
i tion or reservations write: Fellowship 
4226 Dartmouth Ave. North, St. Peters- 


House 
burg, Florida. 


Arizona’s Shangri-La in Sunset Cove 


(Hebrew-Christian-Owned Guest Lodge) 
Nestled in beautiful South Mountains foothills; 
ranch, style; all electric; individual guest houses; 
natural fireplaces; beautiful rustic atmosphere. 
Warmer in winter, cooler in summer; only 21 min- 
utes from downtown Phoenix. For reservation and 
information write or phone Mrs. eer Margulies, 
43rd Ave. and W. ella Rd., Rt. 1, Box 381, 
Laveen, Arizona. Phone: Br. 6- 2000. 

















SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 

uests received in every mail from 

tica. Will you pase Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 








Is your heart big enough to take Him 
in? (Give each pupil a valentine with 
a picture of Christ knocking at the 
door, and John 3:16 and Rev. 3:20ab 
adapted as above with spaces to write 
in pupil’s name.) And He wants your 
heart to take in all.these others He 
loves, as Paul’s did. .“Proving what is 
acceptable .unto’ the Lord” (Eph. 5: 
10, Memory Verse). 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU know that there are many 

people who believe in and pray to 
idols? There are. In China, for ex- 
ample, there are paper gods. Not only 
do the Chinese people pray to the pic- 
tures on the wall, they even try to 
make them happy by rubbing sweet 
things on the mouths of the paper gods. 
In Africa the people worship almost 
any number of things—even little sticks 
that they call their gods. In India there 
are sO many gods and goddesses that 
they probably have never been able to 
count them all. Some are tremendously 
large. Others are small enough to hold 
in your hand. Ganesh, one of the gods, 
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comes in both large and small sizes. 
Ganesh has the head of an elephant 
and the body of a boy. He wears a large 
red bib. He is hideous, and the story 
about how he came to be is horrible. 
But in home after home in India, you 
would be able to see the little Ganesh 
god on the shelf. And you would 
soon see that the people are always 
eager to ‘please the false, make-believe 
god—the god made by the hands of men. 
Altogether too soon you would learn 
that the people of India pray to the 
little god that has eyes, but sees not; 
ears he has, but hears not; his hands 
cannot handle. 

Whenever people in India or China 
or Africa turn to the Lord Jesus ‘Christ, 
the first thing they do is to burn their 
idols. 

It is hard for us to understand things 
like this because we live in a land 
where idols are not usually known. 
However, in the very lgng ago, just 
after the Lord Jesus returned to Heaven, 
idols were worshiped everywhere. At 
that time there were really only a very 
few Christian believers. Missionary 
Paul was busy, therefore, teaching in 
one city after another how they should 
turn to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God (see 1 Thess. 1: 
9, 10). 

In one of the cities, Ephesus, in which 
Paul preached for two years, there was 
a great statue, Diana. Diana, the 
Ephesians said, had fallen from heaven. 
Diana was actually a black meteorite. 
(Teacher will please explain what a 
meteorite is; many of the children will 
doubtless have seen what is often called 
“a falling star.”) The meteorite was 
shaped something like a woman. So 
the Ephesians built around it a huge 
temple. Thousands of people each year 
went to the temple to pray to Diana. 
One of the big businesses of the city 
of Ephesus was’ the silver business. 
Men made little silver images of Diana 


so that the worshipers could buy them’ 


and take them home, so that they might 
worship and adore her in their own 
cities. 

After Missionary Paul had preached 
those two years in that city, the men 
who made the silver gods began to have 
trouble. More and more people were 
turning to the true and living God of 
Heaven. No longer, therefore, did they 
buy the silver Dianas. This. made the 
godmakers very unhappy. The leading 
godmaker, Demetrius, called all the 
godmakers together. “You know,” De- 
metrius said to the others, “we make 
our living by making these idols. . This 
man Paul is persuading people that 
there are no gods which are made 
with hands. As a result, our business 
is falling off. If something does not 
happen to stop this man Paul, we will 
be ruined.” 

Soon Demetrius had.the godmakers 
so upset that they started a riot, and 
for two whole hours they yelled, “Great 
is Diana of the Ephesians!” until the 
whole city was confused and the riot- 
ing went on everywhere. In order not 
to be killed, Missionary Paul had to 


escape from that city. But because he 
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preached so faithfully about the Lom 
Jesus in that city, no one anywhere 
today worships the goddess Diana! Are 
your friends turning to the Lord Jesus 
because of you? 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 89) 

1. The’ third journey; in Asia and 
Europe. 

2. He knew “only the baptism of 
John” the Baptist; Aquila and ‘Pris. 
cilla (Acts 18:25, 26). 

3. The Holy Spirit came upon -them 
in power (19:5, 6). 

4. Three months in the synagogue 
and two years in the lecture hall (wy, 
8, 10). 

5. They had the audacity to believe 
that the mere magical incantation of 
our Lord’s name, totally apart -from 
faith, would drive out demons (v. 13), 

6. They burned their books of magic 
(vv. 18, 19) valued at 50,000 pieces of 
silver (about $10,000). 

7. Into Macedonia and Achaia, back 
to Jerusalem, and eventually to Rome. 
(v. 21). 

8. Paul’s witness was causing them 
to lose customers, and the majesty of 
Diana was endangered: (vv. 26, 27). 

9. But for the restraining words of 
his friends he would have confronted 
the mob and defended himself (vv. 30, 
31). 

10. They laid wait to trap him when 
he was about to sail to Syria (20:3). 

Mepis, Pa. 
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‘Whether Six or ‘Sixty 
(Continued from page 87) 


I felt a bit expansive. Our attend- 
ance was around 200. “How many do 
you have in Sunday school?” I asked 

“Last week it was 2957’ 

“Say, your little country church isn’ 
so little!” 

He grinned. “We have a_ good 
preacher, too. Reverend Mr. Harrison 
Know him?” 

“Not personally. I’ve heard some 
good reports about him.” : 

“Come out some time. 
him.” 

“Well, son, you make me want # 
hear him. I'll have to do that.” We 
parted good friends. 

If a demand is made on our on if 
a problem is presented to us, if we se 
someone in need, are we just as patient 
considerate, and helpful whether the 
person is six or sixty? The church o 
tomorrow is being tested in these try- 
ing times. Let us encourage youngstet 
with the same esteem and consideratiod 
we accord their elders. 

CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 14 


1. “Liberty and Justice for All” 
(1 Cor. 12:1-13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeayor, and are 
used by permission. 

HREE topics, of which this week’s 

is the first, are to emphasize some 
of the concerns that should confront 
Christian citizens—race relations, tem- 
perance, and vandalism. Two weeks 
ago, when considering the topic, “Citi- 
zenship Unlimited,” we saw that, basi- 
cally, Christians are citizens of God’s 
Kingdom, yet the Christian’s responsi- 
bilities as a citizen of the town, or 
State, or country in which he lives can- 
hot be separated from his responsibili- 
ties as a citizen of God’s Kingdom. It 
is impossible to be a good citizen of 
God’s Kingdom if responsibilities in the 
area in which we live are neglected or 
ignored. On the other hand, we are 
Not placed in this world with the prime 
Objective of making it a better place 
in which to live. We will do that as we 
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live consistent Christian lives, but not 
by campaigning for better race rela- 
tions, temperance, and the like. Many 
of such evils existed in our Lord’s day. 
When He met them, He dealt with them 
fairly and kindly, but He started no 
campaign against them. His first con- 
cern was to send His disciples forth to 
spread the good news of salvation from 
sin and to witness to the fact that He 
was the Son of God who had died and 
risen again that they might have life 
through faith in Him. He knew that 
when men’s hearts are renewed and 
cleansed through faith in Him, their 
attitude and conduct toward these evils 
would be changed. 
we 

It should be evident that the Scrip- 
ture portion chosen for this. week’s 
topic regarding spiritual gifts and the 
oneness of members of the body, re- 
fers to Christ and His Church, which 
includes all believers, but which does 
not include all mankind. God is the 
Creator of all men, and all have de- 
scended, first from. Adam and later 
from Noah. Only in this sense are all 
men brothers, Spiritually, only be- 
lievers in Christ are brothers as true 
children of God (John 1:12, 13). Christ 
Himself recognized some in His day as 
children of the Devil and not of God. 

, 4 

We should also understand that racial 
differences in color and in many other 
respects have come about, not by the 
design of the white race as a means of 
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securing control or superiority over the 
other races, even though many agitators 
today would seemingly have down- 
trodden races think so. Many of these 
differences have come about through 
man’s sin and disobedience. You will 
recall that it was because of the multi- 
plication of sin and disobedience that 
God at Babel had to confound man’s 
language, and scatter mankind (Gen. 
11), and thus check man’s progress. 


we 
Paul told the Athenians that while 
God had made all nations of one blood, 
He also had marked the bounds of their 
habitation (Acts 17:24-26). Many of 
man’s difficulties in race relationships 
have come through the breaking down 
of these boundaries, and upsetting God's 
wise division of the races. , 
we 
Furthermore, Romans 1 reveals that 
when races and peoples, who have had 
a revelation of the true God as seen in 
the wonders of creation, instead of wor- 
shiping the Creator have bowed down 
and worshiped images that they them- 
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stitution. The orthodox theological position 
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courageously reaffirmed in modern intel- 
lectual framework. The authors are abreast 
of philosophical, critical and speculative 
thought and are committed to Biblical 
orthodoxy.” — HAROLD OCKENGA, 
Park Street Church, Boston 
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selves have made of creeping things 
and beasts, that God gives them over 
to uncleanness and vile affections and 
a reprobate mind (vv. 20-28). Thus 
races and people who abandon God sink 
down in degradation and become the 
prey of other races who, because of 
greed and lust, exploit others. . 
se 

But God is longsuffering and patient 
with men. He has sent His only Son 
to redeem all who will believe on Him 
and have Him as their Saviour. In 
Him alone is man’s hope for perma- 
nent and just and right race relation- 
ships. Getting out the Good News to 
all in your community and country 
and in the uttermost parts of the earth, 
then, is, the first and greatest and best 
contribution you can make toward 
right race relationships.. It begins in 
your school or shop, in your town, and 
where you live. Are you concerned 
that those of other races or colors in 
such places know what Christ has done 
for you and will do for any who will 
trust Him and follow Him? Have you 
spoken to any of these about Him? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
' ye 


Who Will Do the Burying? 
(Continued from page 84) 


Meshech and Tubal, are the Meschi and 
Tibareni, inhabitants of the regions 
about Caucasus. ... So that the people 
mentioned are northern tribes; and 
Jerome gives it as the opinion of the 
Jews in his day, that Magog was a 
general name for the numberless Scyth- 
ian tribes” (Patrick Fairbairn, “Eze- 
kiel,” Edinburgh: .T. & T. Clark, 1863, p. 
415). Aligned with Gog will be Persia, 
Cush, Put, Gomér, Togarmah, and -the 
multitudes beyond them that people 
the regions of the north (38:5-6). 

2. What will Gog do? Again the 
prophet is quite explicit: “Thou shalt 
come up against my people of Israel, 
as a cloud to cover the land” (38:16). 
The forces of Gog will attempt an in- 
vasion of Palestine with the purpose 
of taking a spoil (38:12). 

3..What will be the result of this bat- 
tle? The invader will be destroyed on 
the mountains of Israel (39:2-4) as a 
result of divine intervention through a 
convulsion of nature (38:20-22). So 
great will be the slaughter that seven 
months will be required to complete 
the. burying of the dead (39:12) and 
seven years to dispose of the debris 
(39:9, 10). Thus, contrary to the re- 
cent statement by the visitor from Rus- 
sia, it will be the hordes of the north 
who will be buried as a result of their 
defeat in battle. 

4. When will all this occur? Ezekiel’s 
only answers to this question are “the 
latter years” (38:8) and “the latter 
days” (v. 16). From the general teach- 
ing of prophecy various suggestions 
have been made in order to give a more 
definite answer to this question. 

(a) Some have said that this inva- 
sion takes place prior to the rapture of 
_the church, , . 
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(b) A few place it in the first half 
of the Tribulation. 

(c) Some suggest that it occurs at 
the beginning of the Millennium. 

(d) Others hold that it happens at the 
end of the Millennium. 

(e) To this writer’s mind it is more 
reasonable to expect that. the invasion 
by Gog will either mark the beginning 
of the second half of the tribulation 
period or at least that it will occur dur- 
ing that last half of Daniel’s seven- 
tieth week. Or it may even be that 
both ideas under (e) give the true 
picture. That is, the invasion will be- 
gin at the middle of the tribulation 
just as the man of sin breaks his cove- 
nant with the Jews (Dan. 9:27), for 
Ezekiel 38:11 states that the people of 
Israel are dwelling in peace in their 
land when the battle starts; and the 
war will rage well into the last half of 
the tribulation period. It would then 
be followed very quickly by the events 
which culminate in the battle of Ar- 
mageddon and the return of Christ. This 
Suggestion is substantiated by the fact 
that the phrases “latter days” or “latter 
years” are related in the Old Testament 
to the time prior to the Millennium 
(cf. Deut. 4:27; Dan. 2:28; 10:14). This 
would seem to point to the battle’s 
taking place in the last part of the 
tribulation period. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 8 to 14 


Mon.—Acts 18:22-28. 
Helping a Young Preacher. 
PRAYER SucGcEsTIONS: “Apollos.” This 
fine, zealous preacher needed help from 
the right kind of people. Fortunately 
he had two people, Aquila and Pris- 
cilla, to take him under their wings 
and show him “the way of God more 
perfectly.” The pew can do much for 
preachers by love-filled Christian ex- 
hortation. Do not overlook the value 
of good books. These are often more 
articulate than counsel from top mem- 
bers of the congregation. Give your 
preacher a. minister-making book. Help 
him to be a reacher of souls. Pray for 
the Faith Mission in Canada, Toronto, 
Can. 


Tues.—Acts 19:1-10. Two Fruitful Years. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All they which 
dwelt in Asia heard the word of the 
Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.” 
Very fruitful were those two years at 
Ephesus. A Spirit-filled minister with 
twelve Spirit-filled officers were used 
to spread the Gospel marvelously (see 
v. 20). God is looking for men filled 
with the Holy Spirit. If we want God 
to work among us, we must be vessels 
meet for His use. Pray for the Ameri- 
can Scripture Gift Mission, Philadelphia. 


January 30, 196) 


Wed.—Acts 19:11-20. 
Overcoming Superstition, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The name gf 
the Lord Jesus was magnified.” False 
religions abound now as they did in 
ancient Ephesus. But triumph is sure 
through the ministries of men full of 
the Spirit, using spiritual weapons 
which are “mighty through: God to the 
pulling down of strong holds” (2 Cor, 
10:4). A brighter Gospel light is needed 
in every place. The revival at Ephesus 
is God’s pattern for spiritual awaken 
ing in great cities. Spurgeon, Moody, 
and some others were God’s_ instru. 
ments for city evangelization. Pray 
for Fuller Theological Seminary,. Pa 
adena, Calif. 


Thurs.—Acts 19:21-27. 
Opposition From Selfish Busines, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “By this craft we 
have our wealth.” Wicked businesses 
still cater to gratifying the lusts of the 
flesh. Be sure that opposition will al- 
ways come with the rise of Gospéd 
interest. Before all great revivals, tar- 
nality prevailed. Of the revival one 
hundred years ago (the New England 
Revival) Spurgeon said, “There are 
towns in New England where upon dil- 
igent search one could not find a single 
unconverted person.” Our country needs 
revival right now. Pray for Conser- 
vative Congregational Christian Com 
ference, Argos, Ind. 


Fri—Acts 19:28-41. 
Riot Without Cause 

PraYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Some therefore 
cried one thing, and some another: for 
the assembly was confused; and _ the 
more part knew not wherefore they 
were come together.” Satan is the at 
thor and lover of confusion. Strife 
among Christians is of the Devil. The 
spirit of real Christianity is love, joy, 
and peace. Be sure that wherever th 
Gospel succeeds, the Devil will ho 
He lets us know when his cause is hu 
Thank God that the Gospel is stl 
mighty potent (Rom. 1:16). 
for American Messianic _ Fellowship, 
Chicago. 


Sat—Acts 20:1-6. A Plot Against F 
PRAYER SuGcestTions: “The Jews lai 

wait for him.” Under divine directic 

Paul fled to the next town (Matt. 10 






23). Be careful to follow the Lo 
directions. It is for your safety 
happiness. Our Lord left a city @ 


Samaria during a show: of _ hostility. 
Pray for The Evangelical Alliance I 
sion, Chicago. 


Sun. —Acts 20:7-12. 
Worship on the Lord’s Da 

PraYER SuGcGEstTions: “Upon the f 
day of the week, when the discip 
came together to break bread,’ Pall) 
preached unto them.” Observe wté 
Lord’s Day as the early church di 
Use the day entirely for holy purpo 
Since the days of the apostles, it 2 
been kept sacred by Christians. 


‘the Lord’s Day holy and you will } 


more useful. Pray for the World Ho 
Bible League,.Chicago. 
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